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CONSIDERATIONS 


-UPON TWO 


‘gr Have often, for above a Month 


{BR paft, defired fome few Cler= — 
JA gymen,, who ‘are pleafed to_ 
wifit. me, that they would pro-— 


ewe an Extra of two. Bills, 


5 


‘ 
' ‘ 
: i 
: ‘ 
‘ ; 
‘ 
, 


i 


Vi) < 
if : 


bronght into the Council by fome | 


‘of -the Bilhiops, and both of them | ' / | + | 


fince pafled in the Houfe of Lards.: 


Mee 


But I could never obtain what I 


‘defired, whether by the For eee 
falnefs, or. Negligence of t ofe a 
whom I employed, or the Difh- i 
culty of the Thing it felf, There- 


fore, | 
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| ( 4) 7 
-fore, if -I fhall happen to miftake 
in any Fa@t of Confequence, I de- 
‘fire my Remarks upon. it,. may 
pafs for Nothing ; for my Infor- 
mation is no better than what I 
received in Words from feveral. 
Divines, who feemed to agree 
with eachother. I have not the 
‘Honour to be acquainted with 
any one fingle Prelate of the 
Kingdom, and am ‘a Stranger to 
‘their Charaéters; further than as 
common .’Fame reports — them, 
which is not to be depended on. 
“Therefore, I cannot be fuppofed — 
‘to a& upon any Principle of Re- 
fentment. “I efteem their Func- 


‘tions (if F may be allowed to fay. 


fo without Offence) as truly vm 
‘ftolical, and abfolutely neceflary 


, to the Perfection of a Chriffiaz 


Church, 
There 


a 


(5) 

‘There are’ no Qualities more 
incident to the Frailty and Cor- 
ruptions of human Kind, than an 
Indifference; or. Infenfibility for 
other Mens Sufferings, and a fud- 
den Forgetfulnefs of their own 
former humble State, when they 
rife in the World. .Thefe two 
Difpofitions have not, I think, 


any where fo ftrongly exerted 


themfélves, as in the Order of 
B—s, with regard tou the infe- 
sior Cl.-gy; for which I can find 
no Reafons, but fuch as natural- 
iy thould feem to operate a quite 
contrary. Way... The Maintai- 
nance of the C/--g y, throughout 
the Kingdom, is precarious and 


‘uncertain, colleéted from a moft — 


miferable Race of beggarly Far- 
mers; at whofe Mercy every M- 


nifter \ies to be defrauded: His — 


Othice, 
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Office, as Redior, or Vicar, if it be 


duly executed, is very laborious. 
As foon as he is promoted toa 


Bifboprick, the Scene ts entirely - 
_ and happily changed ; his Reve 


nues are large, and as furely paid 
as thofe of the King ; his whole 
Bufinefs is once a Year to receive 
the Attendance, the Submiffion, 
and the Proxy-Money of ‘all his 


Clergy, in whatever Part, of the 
Diocefe he fhall’ pleafe to think 


moft convenient for - himfelf. 


Neither 1s his perfonal. Prefence 


neceflary, for the Bufinefs may be 


_ done by a Vicar-General. "The. 


Fatigue of Ordination, is juft 


what the Bulhops pleafe tq make 
it, and as Matters have been for . 
fome Time, and may probably 


remain, the fewer Ordinations 


the better. The reft of their vie 
| . fible- 


’ 
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fble Office, confifts in the Ho- 
nour of attending Parliaments 
and Councils, and beftowing Pre- 
ferments in their own Gift; m 
which laft Employment; and in 


their Spiritual and Temporal 


Courts, the Labour falls to theie 


< Vicars«General, Secretarses, Prot 


tors, Apparitors, Senefchals, and 
the like. Now, I fay, in fo quick 
a Change, where their Brethren,’ 


in afew Days, are become their 


Subjects, it would be reafonable, 
at leaft, to hope, that the Labour, 
Confinement, and Subjection from 


which they have fo lately efcaped, - 


like a Bird out of the Snare of the 
Fowler, might a little incline 
them to remember the Condition 
of thofe, who were but laft Week. 
their Equals, probably their Com- 
panions or their Friends, and pof- 
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(8) 
fibly as reafonable Expeétants. 
There ts a known Story of Colonel 
dtdcomb, who; while he continued 
a Subaltern Officer, was every 
Day complaining againft the 


Pride, Oppreflion, and hard Treats 


"ment of Colonels towards their 


Officers yet in a very few Mi- 
nutes after he had received his 
Commiffion for a Regiment,walk- 
ing with a Friend on the Mall, 
he confefled that the Spirit of 
Colonelfhip, was coming faft up= _ 
on him, which Spirit is faid to, 
have daily increafed to the Hour 


of his Death. —. 7 


It is true, the Clergy of this 
Kingdom, who are promoted to 
Bifbopricks, have always fome 
great Advantages; either that of 
rich Deanaries, opulent and mul- 
| tiply’d 
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tiply’d Refories and Dignities, 


{trong Alliances by Birth or Mar- 
riage, fortified by a {uperlative 


Degree of Zeal and Loyalty 
but, however, they were all at 


firft no more than young Begin- 
ners ; and before their great Pro- 
motion, were known by their 


7 plain Chrifiian Names, among 
their old Companions, the mid- 


dling. Rate of Clergymen ; nor | 


could, therefore, be Strangers to 
their Condition, or with any good 
Grace, forget it fo foon as it hath 
Jometimes happened. | 


I confefs, I ds not ee 
to have obferved any Body of 


Men, acting with fo little Con- 


cert as our Clergy have done, in 


# Point where their Opinions ap- 
_pear’d to be Unanimous: A Point 


B sai where 


ne ne en ee ene eo = 
4 


ES ERR YUE diy CES PN 25 a tere pee ce ae wees 


aide "2 A ae a Sato ae 
; Fes. Se 


ee 


en ene we 


ne? Diep te, eae mapa ne, 
Oe ERA : ‘ 
fs 
we Coe “ 
ae ld = 


+ eee eo ATT: TEE OR ne aprenden! 
as cee lot “koe 
Or eye - se 


(10) 


where their whole Temporal Sup- 


port was concerned, as well as 
their Power of ferving GOD and 
his Church, in their Spiritual 
FunGiions. This hath been im- 
puted to their Fear of difobli- 
ging, or hopes of further Favours 
upon Compliance ; becaufe it. 


‘was obferved, that fome who ap. - 


peared at firft with greateft Zeal, 
thought fit fuddenly to abfent 
themfelves from the ufual Meet. 
‘ings; yet, we know what expert 
Sollicitors theQuakers, theDzfen- 
ters, and even the Papifts have 
fometimes found, to drive a Point 
of Advantage, or prevent an ims 


- pending Evil. 


“Ihave not feen any Extra 
from-the two Bills introduced in- 
to the P__y C——1 by the Bi- 
fhops 5 


(11 ) 


{hops ; where the Clergy, upon ; 


fome Failure in Favour, or through 
the Timeroufnefs of many among 
their Brethren, were refufed to be 
heard by the Council, It feems, 
thefe Bills were both returned, a- 
greed to by the King and Council 


in England; and the H— of 
E—s hath, with great Expediti+ 
on, paftthem both, and it ts faid 


they are immediately to be fent 
down to the C__-vzs for their 
Confent = « | | 


The Particulars, as they have 


been imperfectly reported to me, ~ 
are as follow. a 


By one of the Bills, the Bi- 
{hops have Power to oblige the 


Country Clergy, to build a Man- 


fion-Houfe upon whatever Part 
of 
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( t2 ) | 

of their Glebes their Lerdfhips 
fhall Command ; and if the Li- 
ving be above 50/4. a Year, the 
Minifter is bound to build, after 
three Years, a Houfe that fhall 
coft one Year and an half’s Rent 
of his Income. For Inftance, if 
a Clergyman, with a Wife and 
feven Children, gets a Living of 
55}. per Ann. he muft after three 
Years, build a Houfe that fhall 
coft 77/. ros. And muft fup« 
port his Family during the time | 
the Bifhop fhall appoint for the 
building of it with the Remain. 
der, But, if the Living be un- 
der sof. a Year, the Minifter 
fhall be allowed an roo/, out of 
the firft Fruits. oo 


' But, there is faid to be one 
Circumftance a little Extraordi- 
nary 5 


( 13) 


nary ; that if there be a fingle 


Spot in the Glebe more Barren, 
more Marfhy, more expos'd to 
Winds, more diftant from the 


Church, or Skeleton of a Church, | 


or from ary Conveniency of Buil- 
ding: The Rector, or Vicar may 
be obliged by the Caprice, or 
Pique of the Bilhop, to build, 
under pain of Sequeftration (an 
Office, which ever falls into the 
-moft Knavifh Hands) upon what- 
ever Point his Lordfhip Thali Com- 
mand ; although the Farmers 
have not paid one Quarter of his 
Dues, — | | wee 


I Believe, under the prefent 
Diftrefles of the Kingdom (which 


qievitably, without a Miracle, - 3 


muft increafe for ever) there are 
not Ten Country Clergymen in 
. 3 ae ~ dreland, 


od = onl dealetaate,. acted Lm sau om... 


(14) 
Ireland, reputed ta poffefs.a Pa- 
rifh of roof per Ann. who, for 


fome Years paft, have aually 


received 60/. and that with the 
utmoft Difficulty and Vexation. 


I am, therefore, at a Lofs, what 


Kind of Valuators the Béfbops 
will make ufe of, and whether 
the Starving Vicar, fhall be for, 
ced to build his Houfe with the 


Money he never received. 


The other Bill, which pafled 
in two Days after the former, is 
{aid to Concern the Divifion of 
Parifhes, into as many Parcels as 
the Bifhop fhall think fit, only 
leaving 300/, a Year to the Mo- 
ther Church ; which 300/ by 
another _4é pafled fome Years a- 
go, they can divide likewife, and 
crumble as low as their Will and 

Plafure 
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, (15 ) 
Pleafure will difpofe them. So 
that inftead of 600 Clergymen, | 
which, I think, 1s the ufual Com= 
putation, we may have ina {mall 
Compafs of Years almoft as many 
Thoufands to live with Decency 


and. Comfort, provide for their. __ 


Children, Gc. be charitable to 
the Poor, and maintain Hofpi. 
tality. 


But it 1s very reafonable to 


hope, and heartily to be wifhed- |; 


_ by all thofe who have the leaft 
Regard to our Holy Religion, as 
hitherto eftablifhed, or to a 
learned, pious, diligent, conver- 
fable Clergymaz, or even to com- 
mon Humanity ; that the Hoxou- 
rable H— of C—zs will in their 
great Wifdom, Juftice, and 
Tendernefs to Innocent Men, 

SO  eontider 
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cdnfider thefe Bills in another 


Light. It 1s faid, they well 


knew this Kingdom not to be fo 
over-{tocked with neighbouring 
Gentry ; but a difcreet, learned 
Clerg yman, with a Competency fit 
for one of hisEducation,may be an, 
entertaining, a ufeful, and fomes 
times a neceflary Companion, 
That although fucha Clergyman 
may not be able conftantly to find 
BEEF and WINE fer his:own Fa- 
mily, yet he may he allowed {ome 
times to.afford bath to a Neigh 


bour, without diftrefling himfelf ; . 


and the rather, becaufe he may 
expect at leafta good Return, 


It will probably. be confidered,. 


that in many defolate Parts, there 
may not be always a fufficient 
Number of Perfcons confiderable 
enough to be trufted with Com- 

eu | miffons 
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msi ffpon of the Peace, whicti feveral 


of the Cl—g y now fupply much 


better, than.a little, hedge, 
contemptible, illiterateVscar from 
twenty to fifty Pounds a: Year; 
the Son of a Weaver; Pedler, 


Taylor, or Miler, can be prefume 


0 du. be. pe a : 
| The Landlords and Farmers 
by this Scheme can find no Profit, 
but will certainly be lofers ; for 


Inftance, if the large Northern 


Livings be fplit into a Dozer 


 Parifhes, or more, it. will be very 


neceflary for the little threadbare 
Goawnman, with his Wife, his 
Proétor ‘and évery Child who can 
crawl, to watch the Fields at 
Harveft Time, for fear of lofing 
a fingle Sheaf, which he could 


not afford ynder Peril of a Day’s 


C Starving ; 
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Starving ; for according to the 
Scotch — Pan erb, a Hungry Louw ufé 
bites for Ce This would of Necef= 
fity, breed ‘an ‘infinite Number of 
Brangles - and litigious ‘Suits in 
the Spiritus a} Courts, ‘and put the 


wretched Paftor at perpetual Vas 


riance with his whole Pariths 
But, as they have hitherto ftood, 
4 Clergyman’ eftablith’ d ina com- | 
See” Living * is’ not ‘under the: 
leceflity of - being: fo Sharp, - Vie 


_ gilant, and — ‘exacting. © On the 


Contrary, ‘tt 1s well known and. 
allow’d, that the Clergy found. - 
the Kingdom think’ themfelves 
well treated, Tf they lofe. only 
one fingle: "Third = their — 
Demands. s rie woh 


me hs A 
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' The H_ble Hof 7 may. 
perhaps be inclined to Concéive, 
that 
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that my L—s the B—s enjoy 


as ample a Power both Spiritual 
and Temporal, as will fully fuf- 


fice to anfwer every Branch of 


their Office; that they want no 
Laws to regulate the Condué of - 


thofe Clergymen, overt whom 


they. prefide ; that if non-Refi- - 


dence. be a Grievance, it is the 
Patron’s Fault, who makes not a 
better Choice, or caufed the Plu- 
rality. | That.if the general im- 

artial Character of Perfons cho- 
= into the Church had been 
more regarded, ‘and the Motive 
of Party, Alliance, Kindred, Flat- 
terers, I Fudgment or Perfonal 


Favour regarded lefs, there would 


be fewer Complaints of non-Re- 
fidence, Neglect of Care, blame- 
able Behaviour, or any other 
7 Part 


on Raat. 
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( 20 ) 
Part of Miuf-conduét, not to mens 
tion Ignorance and Stupidity. 


I could name certain Gentle- 
men of the Gogwz, whofe aukward, 
{pruce, prim, fneering, and {mires 
king Countenances, the very 
Tone of their Voice, and an 
ungainly Strut in their Walk, 
without one fingle Talent for any 
one Office, have contrived to get 


good Preferment by the meer 


Force of Flastery and Cringing 2 
For which two Virtues (the only 
two Virtues they pretend to) they 
were, however, utterly unquali- 
fy’d. And whom, if I were in 
Power, although they were my 
Nephews or had-‘married my Neeces, 
1 could never in Paint of good 
Confcience or Honour, have’ 

| recom- 
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(ar) 
recommended. to a Caracy in - 
Connaught. | | 


The Honourable H¥—e of 
€——s may likewife perhaps 
confider, that the Gentry of this 
Kingdom differ from all others 
upon Earth, being lefs capable of _ 
Employments in their own Coun- 
try, than any others who come 
from Abroad, and that moft of 
them have little ExpeGation of 
providing for their younger Chil- 
dren, otherwife than by the 
Church, in which there might be 
fome Hopes of getting a tolerable 
Maintenance. For after the Pa- - 
trons fhou’d have fettled their 
Sons, their Nephews, their Nesces, 
their Dependants, and their Fo/- 
fowers, invited over from t’other 
Side, there would {till remain 

an 
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afi Overplus of fmaller Church 


Preferments, to be given to fuch 
Clergy of the Nation, who fhall 
have their guavtum ot whatever 
Merit may be then in. Fafhion, 
But by thefe Bills, they will be 
all as abfolutely . excluded; as if 
they had paffed under the Deno- 
mination of Tories, unlefs they 
can be contented at the utmoft 
with 50 4. a Year, which by the 


Difficulties of colle@ing Tythes 
in Ireland, and the daily increaf- 
ing Miferies of the People, will 


hardly rife to half the Sum, 


It 1s obferved, that the Divines 
fent over hither to govern this 
Church, have not feemed to con- 
fider the Difference between both 


Kingdoms, with refpect to the - 


inferior Clergy. As to themfelves, 
| indeed, 


te ae 


OR 


in Lands let at. one quarter Va- 
lue, which confequently muft be 
paid while there ‘is a Penny left 
among. us; and, the Publick 
Diftrefs fo little affeGs their In- 
terefts,, that their Fines are now 
higher ‘than ever, they content 
themfelves to fuppofe that what- 
ever a: Parifh is faid to be 
worth, comes all into the Parfon’s 


- 


The Poverty of great Nuinbers 
among the Clergy in Exgland, hath 
been thecontinual Complaint of 
all Men who with. well to the 


Church; and many Schemes have 
been thought on to redrefs it; 


yet an Englifh Vicar of 40h a 
Year, lives much more comiorta- 
bly than one of double the Value 


in 
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in Ireland. His Farmers general. 
ly fpeaking, are able and willing 
to Pay him his full Dués; He 
hath a decent Church of antient 
Standing, fill’d every Lord's Day 
witha largeCongregation of plain 
People, well clad; and behaving 
thernfelves as if they believed in 


GOD and CHRIST: He hatha 


Houfe and Barn in repair, a Field 
or two to graze his Cows, with 
a Garden and Orchard. No Gueft 
expects more from him than a 
Pot of Ale ; he lives like an ho« 


heft plain Farmer, as his Wie is 
_drefs’d but little better than@oody. 


He is fometimes gracioufly invi= 
ted by the Squire where he fits at 
humble Diftance ; if he gets the 
Love of his People, they often 
make him little ufeful Prefents : 
he is happy by being Born to no 
a higher 
ts” 


(25 7 
higher ExpeGation,- for he 13 
ufually the Son of fome ordinary 
Tradefman or middling. Farmer. 
His Learning is much of. a. Size 


with his Birth.and Education, no - 


more of either than what a poor 
hungary Servstor can be expected 
to bring with him from his College. 
It would be tedious to fhew the 


- Reverfe of all this in our diftant 


poorer Parifhes, through moft 
Parts of Ireland, wherein. every 


Reader may make the Com- 
_ parifon. Co 


Laftly, the Honourable H oa? 


s may confider, whether 


0 


the Scheme ‘of’ multiplying beg- 
gatly Chrg ymen through — the 


wholeKingdom who muft all have | : 


Votes for. chufing P_-——t Men 
(provided. they can prove their 
_ D _...Freeholds 
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(26 ) 
Freeholds to be worth 40s. per 
LAnn. ultra reprifas) may not, by 


their Numbers, have great Influ- 


énce upon Eleftions, being entire~ 
fy' under the Depéndance of their 
B—s. For by 2 moderate Com- 
putation, after all the Divifions 
and Sub-divifions of Parithes, 
that, my L+~ds, the B— py, 
have Power to make by their new 
Laws, there will, as foon as the 
prefent Set of Clergy go off, be 
taifed an Atmy of Esclefaftical 
Militants, able enough for any 
Kind of Service, except that of 
the Altar. . Ys 


I am, indeed, in fotne Concern 
about a Fund -for building’ a 
"Thoufand or two Churches, where- 
in thefe Probationers may read 
‘their Wall. Letiures, and begin to 

a, doubt 
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doubt they muft be contented with 
Baras ; which Barus willbe one 
great adyancin zg Step towards aa 
Accommodation with our true 
Proteftant,) Brethren, . the Dif, 
POETS 

The Scheme of encouraging 
Clerg ymen. to build. :Haufes © by 
dividing. a Living. of 5004 
a Year into two ;Parts, is 9 
Contrivange, the Meaning wheres 
ot hath ppt on the wrong Side 
of my Comprehenfion ; unlefs it 
may be argued, that B—-s build 
no. Houtes,. becaufe they are fo 
rich 3; and therefore, the inferior 
Clergy will certinly build, it you 
redpce them tq Begeary. But 
knew a very rich Man of Quali+ 
ty in Exgland, who cau'd never 
be perfuaded to keep q Servant 
peg out 
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7 out of Livery ; becaufe fauch Ser- 
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in time, to look like Gentlemen : 
__ whereas the others were ready to 
'' -  “fubmit to the bafeft Offices, and 
/ ata cheaper Penny-worth might. | 
increafe his Retinue, | 


~ 


| _ | wants would be expenfive,and apt, 
| 


aoae ~ [hear it is the Opinion of many 
a Wife Men, that before thefe Bills 
_- fhou’d_ pafs both Houfes, they 
fhou’d be fent back: to Ed 
with the following © Claufes- in- 
ferted. | - an 
7 Firft,. That whereas there may 
= be about a Dozen doubleB_—»- 
_ ra-$ in Ireland, thofe B—pr--s 
»  fhou’d be fplit and given to dif- 
| |» ferent Perfons; and thofe of a 
ee {ingle Denomination be alfo divi~ 
- ded into twe, three, or- four 
an Parts 


ae ED 
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Parts. as Occafion fhall require ; 


otherwife there may be a Quefti-. 


on ftarted, whether twenty two 


Prelates can effeQually extend 
their paternalCare and unlimitted 


Power, for the Prote€tion and 
Correction of fo great ‘a Number 
of Spiritual Sabjects. But _ this 
Propofal will meet with fuch fu- 
rious Objections, that.I fhall not 
infift upon it, for I well remem- 
ber to have read, what a terrible 
Fright the Frogs were in, upon a 
Report that the: Sa was going 
fomarry. |. | 


Another Claufe fhou’d be, that — 


none of thefe twenty, thirty, 
forty, or fifty Pounders may be 
{uffer’d to marry, under the Pe- 
nalty of immediate Deprivation, 


their Marriages declared za, and _ 


their 
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their Children Baftards ; for fome 
de{ponding People, take the 
Kingdom to be not in a Conditi, 
on of encouraging fo numerous a 
Breed of Beggars, 


A third Claufe will be neceflas 
ry, that thefe humble Gentry 
fhould be abfolutely difqualified 
from giving Votes | in saciid fe 
Parkament Men. | 


- Others add a, iat which 
a 5 Claufe of Indulgence, that thefle 
reduc'd Divines may be permitted 
to follow any lawful Ways of 
living, that willnot call them too 
often or too far from theis Spirj+ 
tual Offices (for unlefs: 1 mifap+ 
prehend, the x are fuppofed_ to 
have Epifcopal Ordination.) Yor 
—* they may be apport 


———e - = 


we EE” 


Cary 

of Linnen,Bayliffs of the Mannor, 
they may let Blood, or apply 
Plaifters for three Miles round ; 
they may get a Difpenfation to 
hold the Clerk/bip and Sextonfbip 
of thetr own Parilh 77 Com mendamz. 
Their Wives and Daughters may . 
make Shirts for the Neighbour- 
hood, or if a Barrack be near, 
for the Soldiers. In Lainnen 
Countries, they may Card and 
Spin, and keep a few Looms in 
the Houfe: They may let rods - 
ings, and fella Pot of Ale with- 
out Doors, but not at Home, 
unlefs to fober Company, and at 
regular Hours. It is by fome 
thought a little hard, that in an 
Affair of the aft Confequence, 
tothe very Being of the Clergy, 
in the Points of Liberty and Pro- 

perty, as wellas in their Abilities 
: to 
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to perform ‘their’ Duty: This 
whole Reverend Body, who are 
the eftablifh’d Inftructors of the 
Nation in Chriftianity and Moral 
Virtues, and are the only. Perfons 
concerned, fhould be the fole Per- 
fons not confulted. Let any 
Scholar fhew the like Precedent _ 
in Chrsftendom for twelve Hundred | 


Years paft. An Act of Parliament 
- for fettling or felling an Eftate in 


a privateFamily,is never pais’d till 
allParties giveConfent.. But in the 


‘prefent Cafe the whole Body of 


theClerg y is, as themfelves appre- 


hend, determined to utter Ruin, 


_ without once expecting or asking 


their Opinion, and this by a 


' Scheme contrived only by one 


Part of the Convocation, while 
the other. Part which hath been © 


-chofen in the ufual Forms, wants 


only 
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only the regal Permiffion to af 
femble, and confult, about the 
Affairs of the Church, as their 
Predeceffors have done in former 
Ages; where it is prefumed, the 
Lower H--fe hath a Power of 
propofing Cannons, and a negative 
Voice, as well asthe Upper. And 
God forbid (fay thefe ObjeGors) 
that there fhould be real fepa™ 
_ gate Intereft between the B——S. 

and Clergy, any more than there 
is between a Man and his Wife, 
a King and his People, of Chrife 
and his-Church. 5. 


- It feems there is a Provifion-in 
the Bill, that no Parifh fhall be 
cut into Scraps, without the 
Confent of {eyeral Perfons who 
can be no Sufferers in the Matter 5 | 


x 


‘bat L cannot find that the Clerg, 
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Tay tnuch Weight on this Caution, 
‘becaufe they argue, that the very. 
Perfons from whom thefé Bills 
took its Rife, will have the great- 
-eft Share in the Decifion: 


I do not, by any Means, cone 
ceive the crying Sin of the Cler 
in this Kingdom, to be that of 
Nou-Refidence, 1 am {ure it is ma- 
hy Degrees lefs fo here than in 
#d, unlefs the Poffeflion of 
Pluralities may pafs under that 
Name ; and if this be a Fault, it 
is well known to whom it muft 
be imputed: I believe, upon a - 
fair Inquiry (and I hear an Inqui- 
ry is to be made) they will appear 
to be moft pardonably Few, ef= 
pecially confidering how many 
Parifhes have not an Inch of Glebe, 
and how difficult it is upon any 
| reafo- 
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refonable Terms, to find a Place 
of Habitation, And, therefore, 
God knows, whether, my L—ds 
the B——s will be foon able to 
couvince the Clerg y, or thofe who 
have any Regard for that venera- 
ble body, -that the chief Motive 
in their L —dfh—-s Minds, by 
procuring thefe Bills, was to pre~ 
veut the Sin of Now-Refdence, 
while the univerfal. Opinion of 
almoft every Clergyman in the 
Kingdom, without DiftinGion of 
Party, taking in even thofe who 


are not likely to be Sufferers, : a 


ftands directly againft them. 


If fome Livings in the North 
may be juftly thought too large 
a Compafs of Land, which makes 
it Inconvenient for the remoteft 
Inhabitants to attend the ee Ie 
O 
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of the Church, which in fome In- 
ftances may be true ; no reafona- 
ble ‘Cherg yman would’ oppofe a 
a sa ac by particular Aés 
of Parliament. © 7° 
, Thus for Inftance, the Deanery 
of Down, a Country Deanery, I 
hink, without a Cathedral, de- 
pending wholly upon an Union of 
Parifhes join’d together, in a Time 
when theLand lay wafte and thin- 
ly inhabited ; fince thofe Circum- 
{tances are fo prodigioufly chan- 
ged for the Better, ‘may properé 
ly be leffened, leaving a ‘decent 
ra ae | to ‘the ‘Dean, and 
Fortes in the remaining 

Churches, which are now’ ferved 


The 
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The Cafe, ig Sh probably the 
- Same in other Parts: And fuch 
a Proceeding difcreetly managed 
would be truly for the ae of 
the Church. 


_ For it is. to be obferved, that 
Dean and Chapter Lands, which 
in Kd were all feined under 
the “ Fanatick Ufurpation, are 
Things unknown in Jd, having 
been long ravifhed oa the 
Church, by a Succeffion of Can- 


fofions, and Tythes apply’d in 


their ftead, to fapport that Ec- 
clefiaftical Dignity. | 


| The late 4h B—~p of 
D__.1 had a very different Way 
of encouraging the Clerg ry of his 


- Diocefe to Refidence:. When a | 


Leale had ran out feven Years or 
| more, 
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more, he ftipulated with the Te- 
nant to refign up twenty or thirty 
Acres to the Minifter of the Pa- 
rth. where it lay convenient, 
without leffening his formerRent ; 
and with no great Abatement of 
the Fine ; and this he did 1n the 
Parts near D-—z, where. Land 
is at the higheft Rates, leaving 
a {mall Chiefry for the Minifter ta 
pay, hardly a fixth Part of the - 
Value. I doubt not that almoft 
every B__» in the Kingdom may 
do the fame generous Act with 
lefs Damage to their Sees, than 
his late G—e of D——~”'; much 
of whofe Lands were out in Fee 
Farms, or Leafes for Lives, and 
J am lorry that the good Exam- 
ple of that Picdate hath not been 
followed. _ 


But 
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But a great Majority of the 
Clerg y’s Friends. cannot hitherto 
reconcile themfelves to this Pro. 
ject, which they call a levelling 
Principle, that muft inevitably 
Root out the Seeds of all honeft 
Emulation, the legal Parent of | 
the greateft Virtues, and moft 
generous Actions among “Men: 
but in the general Opinion (for I 
do not pretend to offer my own) 
will never more have room to ex- 
ert it felf in the Breaft of ‘any 
Clerg yman whom this Kingdom — 
fhall produce. a 


. But, whether the Confequences 
of thefe Bills may by the Virtues 
and Frailties of future B__s, 
fent over hither to Rule ‘the 
Church, terminate in Good and 
Evil, I fhall not prefume to 
| 7 : deter- 
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determine, fince God can work 
the Former out of the Latter. 
But one thing. I can venture to 
affert, that from the earlieft Ages 
of Chriftianity to the Minute [ 


am now Writing, there never was 


a Precedent of SUCH 2 Proteeds 


ing,’ much lefs to be feared, 
hoped, or apprehended from fach 
Hands in any Chriftian Country, 


and fo it may pafs for more than | 


a Phenix, becaufe it hath rifen 
without any Affiftance from the 


ifhes of its Sire. 


The Appearance of fo many 


Differers at the Hearing. of. this 


Caufe, ts what, I’m told, hath | | 
Rot been dee tothe Account 


of their Prudence or Moderation ; 


becavfe that AGion hath been 
eénfured as a Mark of Triassph 


and 


4rd) 
and Infult before the. V. story 
coment Ince neither of hele | 


bch os ig 


la in 1 gither a the 1 Bills ‘to 
ly any Part of the divided or 
“fpbedivided Tythes, towards ene 


ae =: eens the ‘Stipends of the 


gules. So that thefe Gentle. 
‘men feem to be gratified like 
him, who, after aise been 
kick’d down Stairs, took Com- 
fort when he faw his Friend 
_— down after him. 


+; have: heard many more Ob. 
ions againft feveral Particu« 


eg of both thefe Bills, but they — 


are of fo high a Nature, and 
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' carry fuch dreadful Iznuendoes, 
that I dare not mention them, 
| tefolving to give no Offence be=- 
caufe I well know how obnoxious 
J have long. been (although IT 
conceive without any Fault of | 
-.- my own) to the Zeal and Prin- 
| ciples of thofe, who place all 
_ Difference in Opinion, concern- _ 
ing pitblickMatters, to the Score " 
| of i ape whereof I am_ 
.: ‘at leaft as Innocent as the loud- 
i eft of myDetradors. |: 
1 Dablin Feb age (> 
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carry fuch dreadful Inzuendoes, 
that I dare not mention them, 
' zefolving to give no Offence be- 
caufe I well know how obnoxious 
I have long. been (although I 
conceive without any Fault of © 
my own) to the Zeal and Prin- 
ciples of thofe, who place all 


| saa ee in Opinion, concern- 


ng pitblickMatters, to the Score : 
of Fe bai whereof I am 
as Innocent as tie loud- 
eft of myDetraffors. | oe 
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